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District 
finishes 
building 


By JOHN MORITZ 
and BOB BOCELL 
CJ Stall Writers 
A piece of Arlington history 
ended quietly Friday as the Great 
Southwest Corporation closed its 
office for the last time. 

‘The corporation, which formed 
in 1956 to develop what was then 
the largest industrial district in 
the United States, finished its 
work, said Doyle Smith. 

Smith said the company sold its 
last tracts of land in 1985 marking 
the end to its development. 

With approximately 7,000 acres 
of industrial and business land, 
Smith said the Great Southwest 
Industrial District remains one of 
the largest developments of its 
kind in the country. 

‘The corporation originally was 
headed by Angus Wynne Jr., a 
flamboyant developer who dab- 
bled in everything from the 
World's Fair to warehouses. 
Wynne built Six Flags Over Texas 
on part of the Great Southwest 
property. 

‘The final day of the corporation 
came, ironically, on the same day 
that Arlington and Grand Prairie 
civic and business leaders were 
gathering tocometosomeconclu- 
sion about rejuvinating the Great 
Southwest Association and clean- 
ing up the industrial park. 


‘The association, formed in 1980 
and put to bed after its early goals 
were accomplished in 1983, repre- 
sents businesses in the Texas 360 
corridor that encompasses sec- 
tionsof Arlington and Grand Prai- 
rie. Acting director Jim Black- 
more said the renewal of activity 
is a signal that members do not 
want the district to fall into disre- 
pair. 

Members can't rely on city code 
enforcement, Blackmore said, 
since ArlingtonandGrand Prairie 
don't always have the same rules. 
He made a pitch to about 80 Great 
Sduthwest business leaders dur- 
ing a Friday breakfast 

“his is an industrial park and 
it’s going to get dirty,” Blackmore 
said, “But that doesn’t mean it has 
to stay ugly or unsightly.” 
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